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Summary of eTendersNI changes to accommodate the Procurement Act 2023 (Suppliers).

The Procurement Act 2023 (PA23) is scheduled to be implemented on 24 February 2025. Amendments to eTendersNI system functionality will be released to coincide with this date. The actual changes to eTendersNI that will impact suppliers submitting tenders will be minimal, however this document aims to inform you of their extent.

The need for changes to eTendersNI is being driven by PA23 and to facilitate new interfaces between eTendersNI and a new Central Digital Platform (CDP) which is being introduced by the UK Government to support the new procurement regime. 

Details on where you can find more information on both the PA23, and the CDP are included at the end of this document.

PA23 and associated CDP processes will impact eTendersNI functionality in four main areas;

1. Concluding tenders commenced under the current processes/procedures.

a. Tenders published before 24.02.25 will continue to use the current workflow/functionality.

b. Secondary competitions arising from either a framework or a DPS initiated prior to 24.02.25 will be managed using the current workflow/functionality until the framework or DPS expires.

2. Workflow and procedure/process options.

You will notice no difference in how eTendersNI operates for you when submitting tenders however: 

a. Contracting Authorities may ask different eligibility questions (see section 3 below).

b. Contracting Authorities may use ‘competitive flexible’ options which means you could be involved in competitions which involve multiple cycles of tender/evaluation. Each cycle will require a response to be submitted using the exact same functionality as is currently used.

c. Contracting Authorities may establish Open Frameworks (Open FA). This enables the framework to periodically be re-opened for new participants to submit tenders to join.

d. Contracting Authorities my establish Dynamic Markets (DM). Within eTendersNI the current functionality which supports DPS will be renamed to DM but will remain the same.

3. Economic Operator’s core information/eligibility information.

a. For above Threshold tenders PA23 requires that you must provide your CDP Organisation Identifier (Ppon) and a share code from the CDP system as part of the tender submission. Questions for you to provide this information will be included in the eligibility criteria, this will allow eTendersNI to retrieve your CDP system supplier information at the point when your tender is opened.

b. For below threshold tenders you may be given the option to either provide your Ppon and a share code, or to optionally provide the required information via questions asked as part of the tender.

c. When your organisation first registers on the CDP system you will receive your Organisation Identifier (Ppon).

d. You will create your share code/s within the CDP system.

e. The information provided by the share code is a one-time version/snapshot of your information at the exact time you create the code.

4. New PA23 notices.

a. For any CfT where the Contract Notice has been published before PA23 is implemented, that competition will continue to use the existing notice regime and format.

b. For any CfT where the Contract Notice has not been published before PA23 is implemented, that competition will follow the new PA23 notice regime and format.

Additional information on PA23 and the CDP

Previous information.

A news item including a link to Gov.uk resources was published on eTendersNI on 16.11.23 in relation to PA23 and is still available to view.

Recent / Current information.

Two new items were published on eTendersNI on 16.01.25 and 09.01.25 to inform suppliers of PA23 webinars being provided by Cabinet Office. These webinars were intended to support readiness for the new regime. The sessions focused primarily on what the key changes are, how the central digital platform will work (featuring a live demonstration), and were an opportunity to ask questions on your own preparations for go-live.

Hopefully many of you took the opportunity to virtually attend these webinars, however if you were not, the content was recorded and is available on the Government Commercial Function YouTube channel. 

We have provided below a direct link to the webinar recording. We have also included a link to the Government Commercial Function ‘Transforming Public Procurement’ YouTube playlist which contains this webinar recording along with various other video guides which may also be of assistance:

A webinar for suppliers and other interested parties: How to get ready for 24 February 2025
Government Commercial Function ‘Transforming Public Procurement’ YouTube playlist


Continuous / Future information.

[bookmark: _Hlk187927285]To make it easy for suppliers to find information relating to PA23 and CDP, Cabinet Office have created a dedicated supplier information page. They will continue to add information to this page as they get closer to go-live, including ‘how to’ videos, they recommend that you bookmark and check back on this page regularly for further updates.
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